
 

St Andrew’s Times Table Challenge Launch 

Friday 22
nd

 November 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

At St Andrew’s, we are striving to place greater focus on learning multiplication and division facts 

(times tables). The National Curriculum requires that by the end of Year 4, children know all of their 

times tables up to 12 x 12 with a good speed of recall. Each year, Year 4 pupils will be sitting the 

statutory Multiplication and Times Table Check, which is being introduced by the Department for 

Education from June 2020. Knowledge of times tables is essential for making good progress in other 

areas of maths too. 

 

Come to our assembly to find out more... 

 

As a way of encouraging all children to learn their times tables confidently, our school will be holding 

the weekly St Andrew’s Times Table Challenge for Years 1-6. We shall be holding a special launch 

day on Friday 22
nd

 November. At school, the children will learn a range of strategies to help them 

with their times tables. The day will end with an assembly at 14:45, when the children will learn about 

the St Andrew’s Times Table Challenge – parents of children in Years 1-6 are warmly invited to attend 

this too so that they may see how it all works. 

 

Attached to this letter is a breakdown of how the challenge will work, along with a pack of suggested 

strategies and activities that you can use with your child at home to encourage and support them to 

make progress with their times tables. 

 

If you have any questions, please do ask your child’s class teacher for more information. 

Happy learning, and good luck! 

 

Best wishes, 

Mr Harris 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

How will the St Andrew’s Times Table Challenge work? 

1. Every Friday, your child will be given the level and medal that is appropriate to them.  

 

2. They will have exactly 3 minutes to answer as many questions as they can, and their total will 

be recorded.  

 

3. If your child answers all of the questions correctly, they will receive a special certificate in 

Celebration Assembly on Thursday and then move on to the next medal or level. 

 

4. They can take their challenge home in order to work on any they found difficult, ready for next 

week. 

 

5. Remember: at St Andrew’s, we celebrate ‘Personal Bests’ – even beating your score by a 

little bit each week is a sign of progress!  

Challenge Level Medals (children reach Gold before moving up to next level number) 

LEVEL 1 

(2, 5 and 10 times tables) 

Bronze Medal: 25 questions (one every 7 seconds) 

Silver Medal: 45 questions (one every 4 seconds) including missing number problems 

Gold Medal: 60 questions (one every 3 seconds) including missing number and division 

LEVEL 2 

(3, 4 and 8 times tables)  

Bronze Medal: 25 questions (one every 7 seconds) 

Silver Medal: 45 questions (one every 4 seconds) including missing number problems 

Gold Medal: 60 questions (one every 3 seconds) including missing number and division 

LEVEL 3 

(6 and 7 times tables)  

Bronze Medal: 25 questions (one every 7 seconds) 

Silver Medal: 45 questions (one every 4 seconds) including missing number problems 

Gold Medal: 60 questions (one every 3 seconds) including missing number and division 

LEVEL 4 

(9, 11 and 12 times tables)  

Bronze Medal: 25 questions (one every 7 seconds) 

Silver Medal: 45 questions (one every 4 seconds) including missing number problems 

Gold Medal: 60 questions (one every 3 seconds) including missing number and division 

PLATINUM AWARD 100 questions – all times tables, including division and missing number 

DIAMOND AWARD Mixed tables, including division, fractions, decimals and powers 

DOUBLE DIAMOND 

AWARD 

Mixed tables, including division, fractions, decimals and powers 

 

 

FAQs 

 

Why are times tables so important? 

Times table facts link into many other areas of Maths, such as fractions, decimals, ratio and a wide 

range of problem-solving tasks. A sound knowledge of times table facts will enable children to access 

these areas more quickly, more easily and with greater confidence. 

What is the best way to learn them? 

Although time can be hard to find, a little bit (5 minutes or so) every day is a really good way to learn 

them. Knowing all of the times tables will have a positive impact on your child’s maths going forwards. 

There are many ways to learn them, and lots of people learn them in different ways; it is important to 

find the method that works best for your child. 

What if my child struggles to learn them? 

There are many reasons that times tables can be challenging for some children to learn by heart. If 

you are concerned about this, please speak to your child’s class teacher, who will be happy to give 

further suggestions. However, perseverance and repetition are key! 



 

 

 

 

Suggested Strategies for Parents 

 

Talking mathematically 

 

“25 is a multiple of 5.”   

“3 and 4 are factors of 12.” 

“30 is a product of 5 and 6.” 

“I know that there are _____ lots of _____ in _____.” 

 

Making arrays 

 

 

 

 

= 15, therefore 15 ÷ 3 = 5 

 

Art 

For example: 

 

 

 

 

 

Constant reminders 

Pin up a poster 

Stick post-it notes around the house!  

 

 

 

 

Online games and speed tests (all free of charge) 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/maths/help-with-times-tables/ 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/times-tables 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/ 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

 

6 x 5 = 30 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/maths/help-with-times-tables/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/times-tables
https://www.timestables.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


 

 

 

Song and movement 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-maths-the-5-times-table/zhbm47h (free website) 

https://www.mathsrockx.com/ (purchasable app) 

 

Counting up and down 

(2, 4, 6, 8 …  … 8,6,4,2) 

(8,16,24,32… …32,24,16,8) 

 

Use commutativity 

Put simply, if you know 5x7=35 then you now know 7x5 too. This makes learning all table to 12x12 a 

little less daunting! 

 

Use inverse relationships 

“I know that 3 x 4 = 12. Therefore, 12 ÷ 3 = 4    and    12 ÷ 4 = 3.” 

 

Look for patterns and rules 

For example, all multiples of 5 end in a 5 or 0. All multiples of 9 have digits that sum to 9 (e.g. 36 or 

45). All multiples of 2 are even. There are other patterns and rules to spot too! 

 

Repeated addition 

For example, 3 x 4 = 12 is the same as 4 + 4 + 4 = 12. 

 

Working from what you know 

“I am struggling to remember 12 x 5, but I do know that 10 x 5 = 50. Therefore, 2 more lots of 5 would 

give me 60.” 

 

Card games 

 

Flash cards or times table snap 

cards (available in book shops and 

online shopping sites) 

Pairs (memory matching game) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-maths-the-5-times-table/zhbm47h
https://www.mathsrockx.com/


 

 

 

 


