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Communication and 
Language 
 
This term we are focusing on 
supporting language 
development, including 
supporting children to develop 
their vocabulary and to speak 
in longer and more complex 
sentences.  We will focus on 
this particularly in our 
morning activities, but also 
across other areas of children’s 
learning, for example 
explaining their reasoning in 
Maths activities. 

Story focus 
 
We explore a wide range of 
stories with the children, 
having story time as part of our 
daily routine.   
 
Two stories we will be focusing 
on in our Literacy activities 
are: 
 
Kipper’s Birthday by Mick 
Inkpen 
 
The Jolly Postman by Janet and 
Allan Ahlberg 

Our main theme this term 
will be… 

 
Developing the 

characteristics of effective 
learning. 

 
These are: 

 
Being active learners 

 
Playing and exploring 

 
Creating and thinking 

critically 

Mathematics 
 
In our Maths sessions we will 
be focusing particularly on 
counting and numbers.  This 
will include exploring ideas of 
one more and one less, 
accurately counting groups of 
objects, reading numbers up to 
10 and 20, and using 
mathematical vocabulary such 
as more, less and fewer. 
 
We will be taking part in the 
Raising Achievement in Early 
Mathematics project (REAM) in 
which we will invite you to 
collaborate with us on 
supporting the children’s 
learning in Maths, for example 
through our ‘Count on Us’ 
Maths party. 

Understanding the World 
 
We will be exploring our local 
environment and thinking 
about the changes we are 
noticing during winter time. 
 
We will be thinking about 
different people who help us, 
including exploring different 
emergency services such as the 
police and fire service. 
 
We will be continuing to 
explore different types of 
technology including using 
ipads and the interactive 
whiteboard to support our 
learning. 

Physical Development 
 
We will be using different parts 
of the school grounds to 
explore large scale physical 
movement, for example the big 
playground and the hall. 
 
Within our Reception PE 
sessions we will be exploring 
different ways of travelling 
using apparatus and on 
different parts of our bodies. 

Literacy 
 
This term we will be exploring writing for 
different purposes, including writing invitations, 
cards and name labels. 
 
In our phonics we will play with sounds in 
different ways, exploring rhyme and alliteration 
and our Reception children will be beginning to 
learn digraphs and to blend and segment sounds 
in words. 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 
 
In the children’s play we will be focusing on 
developing opportunities for them to work 
together, negotiate and collaborate, for example 
through group projects and construction 
activities. 
 
Our Reception children will be attending whole 
school celebration assembly every Thursday. 


